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Applying for DGR endorsement as
a cultural organisation

Check if your NFP meets the criteria as one of the
specified cultural forms.
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Cultural organisations must have specific purposes to be eligible for
deductible gift recipient (DGR) endorsement under the cultural
organisation category.

We're seeing some organisations apply for DGR endorsement as a
cultural organisation when they are not eligible. By checking a few
details before you begin to apply, you can avoid wasted time and
frustration.

Here's what you need to know.

What is a cultural organisation?

To be eligible for DGR endorsement as a cultural organisation, your
organisation must:

* have an active ABN
* be located in Australia
* have the characteristics of a cultural organisation

— be an institution that is registered with the Australian Charities
and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC) as a charity or be an
Australian government agency

— maintain a gift fund with an appropriate DGR winding up and
revocation clause



— have a principal purpose that promotes one or more of the
specified cultural forms.

These specified cultural forms are:

literature

music

performing arts

visual arts

craft

design

film, video, television, radio

community arts

arts or languages of Indigenous persons

movable cultural heritage.

Your organisation must actively promote these cultural forms through
direct or indirect activities such as exhibitions, performances,
education, training, awards or preservation.

The Harmony Conservatory is eligible

The Harmony Conservatory is an example of an eligible
organisation. It's a charitable cultural organisation that promotes
music in Australia through live performances, educational
initiatives, artist development programs, and the preservation of
musical heritage. Its work highlights Australian composers and
performers across classical, jazz, and contemporary genres, with
a strong commitment to fostering public appreciation of music.

The Harmony Conservatory has an eligible principal purpose for
DGR endorsement as a cultural organisation.

What is not a cultural organisation



Organisations with a principal purpose that is not the promotion of one
or more of the specified cultural forms are not considered cultural
organisations for DGR endorsement.

This includes organisations whose main purpose is the promotion of:

cultural traditions

e languages (outside of Indigenous languages)

religious practices
e social norms.

Even though these purposes may be called ‘cultural' in a broader
sense, they do not meet the criteria for endorsement as a cultural
organisation.

Traditions of Harmony Inc is not eligible

The Traditions of Harmony Inc is an example of an organisation
that is not eligible for endorsement as a cultural organisation. It's
a community group focused on preserving the traditional
customs, languages, and social practices of a Southeast Asian
ethnic group. Its activities include cultural festivals, language
classes, and oral history projects.

While valuable, the organisation’s purpose is not the promotion of
specified cultural forms like music or visual arts.

Faith & Light Ministries is not eligible

Faith & Light Ministries is another example of an organisation that
is not eligible for endorsement as a cultural organisation. It is a
religious organisation whose main activities involve spiritual
education, worship services, and community outreach. Although
it may host musical performances or art workshops, these are
ancillary to its religious mission.



Its principal purpose is religious, not cultural in the sense defined
by the DGR category.

Unity Heritage Association is not eligible

Unity Heritage Association is another example of an organisation
that is not eligible for endorsement as a cultural organisation.

It is an ethnic community association that organises cultural
celebrations, supports migrant families, and promotes heritage
preservation.

The organisation engages in traditional dance, but its dominant
purpose is social support and cultural identity, not the promotion
of a specified cultural form.

Review the requirements before applying
for DGR endorsement

If you are considering applying for DGR endorsement, check if your
NFP meets the criteria before you submit your application.

Learn more about DGR endorsement for cultural organisations, or find
out more about deductible gift recipient eligibility in general.

Stay up to date

You can read more articles in the Not-for-profit newsroom and, if
you haven't already, subscribe [F to our free monthly newsletter
Not-for-profit news to be alerted when we publish new articles.

For updates throughout the month, Assistant Commissioner Tom
Wheeler will be regularly sharing updates on his LinkedIn 4 profile.
And you can check out our online platform ATO Community 4 to
find answers to your tax and super questions.




QC 105595

Our commitment to you

We are committed to providing you with accurate, consistent and clear
information to help you understand your rights and entitlements and meet
your obligations.

If you follow our information and it turns out to be incorrect, or it is
misleading and you make a mistake as a result, we will take that into
account when determining what action, if any, we should take.

Some of the information on this website applies to a specific financial year.
This is clearly marked. Make sure you have the information for the right year
before making decisions based on that information.

If you feel that our information does not fully cover your circumstances, or
you are unsure how it applies to you, contact us or seek professional
advice.
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