
Print whole section

We’re seeing a number of deduction claims for dental expenses this
tax time.

Dental expenses, including preventative and necessary dental
treatment, medical expenses, and other costs relating to your client’s
personal appearance, like teeth whitening, makeup, skin care, shaving
products, and haircuts are not deductible. These are private
expenses. 

This is the case even if an employer expects your client to maintain a
certain appearance or pays them an allowance to cover grooming
expenses. 

Remind your clients:  

They can only claim an expense that directly relates to earning their
income. If there’s no direct connection, they should not claim a
deduction.  

Private expenses can’t be claimed as a deduction. 

Confirm your client: 

Has written evidence of all their expenses.  

Can show a direct connection to earning their employment income. 

Where the client is unable to claim a deduction for the expenses,
encourage them to read: 

Dental expenses are private
expenses
Your clients can't claim their dental and medical expenses.
These are private expenses.

Published 10 November 2025



Our commitment to you
We are committed to providing you with accurate, consistent and clear
information to help you understand your rights and entitlements and meet
your obligations.

If you follow our information and it turns out to be incorrect, or it is
misleading and you make a mistake as a result, we will take that into
account when determining what action, if any, we should take.

Some of the information on this website applies to a specific financial year.
This is clearly marked. Make sure you have the information for the right year
before making decisions based on that information.

If you feel that our information does not fully cover your circumstances, or
you are unsure how it applies to you, contact us or seek professional
advice.
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Deductions you can claim

Occupation and industry specific guides

Find out more about dental deductions at Medical and dental
expenses, vaccinations and COVID-19 tests.
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