Australian Government

Serious Financial Crime Taskforce

Operation Elbrus

How the story unfolded

Operation Elbrus - after a successful joint investigation by the Australian Taxation Office
and the Australian Federal Police, a number of individuals have been arrested and charged
for their roles in one of Australia's largest ever tax fraud cases.

$105 million
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The scheme was devious and deliberate, with business structures
established and designed to evade tax. At the centre of the scheme
was the use of Plutus Payroll, to skim various entitlements from
employees and revenue from the Commonwealth.

Operation Elbrus demonstrates just how effectively the Serious
Financial Crime Taskforce delivers a whole-of-government response
to tackle offenders of serious financial crimes in our community.

® For more information visit: ato.gov.au/sfct

A 3105 million tax fraud scheme
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Operation Elbrus — How the story unfolded (continued)

Crime categories and sentences

Joshua Kitson

Former General
Manager

Aaron Paul

Recruiter and
Manager

Paul O’'Leary
Accountant

Devyn Hammond
Co-conspirator

Defrauded the

Commonwealth

Proceeds
of crime

Proceeds
of crime

Proceeds of crime
and conspiring to
defraud the
Commonwealth

S Tax fraud @ Proceeds of crime

SENTENC,

S

4 years, 6 months
28 August 2019

SENTENC,

S

3years, 4 months
21 February 2020

oM

2years
4 June 2020

SENTENC,

oM

4 years
10 July 2020




Operation Elbrus — How the story unfolded (continued)

Crime categories and sentences S Tax fraud (55 Proceeds of crime

SENTENC,
Simon Anquetil Proceeds of crime 7 years, 6 months
Co-conspirator and defrauding the 31 July 2020
and founder Commonwealth
SENTENC,
Daniel Proceeds of crime 10 years, 5 Months
Rostankovski Blackmail 1 April 2021
Key conspirator
Cla S
W
Daniel Hausman Proce?ds of crime 8 Years
~ : and defrauding the ;
Co-conspirator Commonwealth 1 April 2021
SENT E NCE
Sevag Chalabian Proceeds 12years

of crime

Professional enabler 23 June 2022




Operation Elbrus — How the story unfolded (continued)

Crime categories and sentences S Tax fraud (55 Proceeds of crime

SENTENC,
Lauren Cranston Procet:ds of crime 8years
; and defrauding the
Key conspirator Commonwealth 1May 2023
SENTENC,
6 Sa
\Y,
Patrick Wilmott Proceeds of crime 9years
Financial controller and defrauding the 5 May 2023
Commonweadlith
Dev Menon Proceeds of crime 14years
; and defrauding the
Key conspirator Commonwealth 4 July 2023
SENTENCg
S e
Y,
Adam Cranston Proceeds of crime 15years

and defrauding the

Key conspirator Commonwealth

22 August 2023




Operation Elbrus — How the story unfolded (continued)

Crime categories and sentences

&
\V
Proceeds of crime

and defrauding the
Commonwedalth

Jason Onley
Key conspirator

Proceeds
of crime

Christopher Guillan
Offender

@ This is a general summary only.
For more information, see ato.gov.au/sfct

@ Tax fraud @ Proceeds of crime

SENTENC,

S

15 years
22 August 2023

SENTENC,

S

4 years, 6 months
1 February 2024

DE-56048
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