GSTR 2003/D9 - Goods and services tax: in the
application of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4
in the table in subsection 38-190(1) of the A New Tax
System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 when is a
‘'non-resident’ or other ‘recipient’ of a supply 'not in
Australia when the thing supplied is done'? when is
‘an entity that is not an Australian resident’ 'outside
Australia’ when the thing supplied is done?

This cover sheet is provided for information only. It does not form part of GSTR 2003/D9 -
Goods and services tax: in the application of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4 in the table in

subsection 38-190(1) of the A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 when is a
‘non-resident’ or other 'recipient’ of a supply 'not in Australia when the thing supplied is done'?
when is 'an entity that is not an Australian resident’ 'outside Australia’ when the thing supplied is

done?

There is an Erratum notice for this document.
This document has been finalised.

Generated on: 1 June 2026, 06:06:44 AM


https://www.ato.gov.au/law/view/document?LocID=%22DGS%2FGSTR2003D9ER%2FNAT%2FATO%2F00001%22&PiT=20200513000000

Contents Paragraph
What this Ruling is about 1
Date of effect 7
Previous Rulings 10
Legislative context 14
Ruling 23
Explanation (this forms part

of the ruling) 38
Your comments 447
Detailed contents list 448

Draft Goods and Services Tax Ruling

GSTR 2003/D9

FOI status: draft only — for comment Page 1 of 99

Draft Goods and Services Tax Ruling

Goods and services tax: in the application of
items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4 in the
table in subsection 38-190(1) of the A New Tax
System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999,

e when is a ‘non-resident’ or other
‘recipient’ of a supply ‘not in
Australia when the thing supplied is
done’?

e when is ‘an entity that is not an
Australian resident’ ‘outside
Australia’ when the thing supplied is
done?

Preamble

This document is a draft for industry and professional comment. As
such, it represents the preliminary, though considered views of the
Australian Taxation Office. This draft may not be relied on by
taxpayers and practitioners, as it is not a ruling or advice in terms of
section 37 of the Taxation Administration Act 1953. When officially
released it will be a public ruling for the purposes of section 37 and
may be relied upon by any entity to which it applies.

What this Ruling is about

1. This Ruling examines when a supply is made to a
‘non-resident’ or other ‘recipient’ of a supply who is ‘not in Australia
when the thing supplied is done’ for the purposes of items 2 and 3 in
the table in subsection 38-190(1) of the 4 New Tax System (Goods and
Services Tax Act) 1999 (‘the GST Act’). Subsection 38-190(1) sets
out supplies of things (other than goods or real property) that are
GST-free.

2. The Ruling also examines when a supply that is made in
relation to rights is made to an entity that is not an ‘Australian
resident’ and is ‘outside Australia when the thing supplied is done’ for
the purposes of paragraph (b) of item 4.
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3. In particular, the Ruling explains:
o when a supply is made to an entity that is a

‘non-resident’ or ‘an entity that is not an Australian
resident’ for the purposes of item 2 and paragraph (b)
of item 4 respectively;

o when a supply is made to an entity for the purposes of
item 3;
J when an entity is ‘not in Australia’ or is ‘outside

Australia’ when the thing supplied is done; and

o what apportionment is required where an entity is ‘not
in Australia’ or is ‘outside Australia’ for only part of
the time when the thing supplied is done.

4. The Ruling also examines the operation of

subsection 38-190(4). This subsection operates to extend the scope of
item 3 by deeming certain supplies' to be made to a recipient who is
‘not in Australia’.

5. This Ruling does not otherwise address the operation of the
provisions of subsection 38-190(1).

6. Unless otherwise stated, all legislative references in this
Ruling are to the GST Act and all references to an item number are to
an item in the table in subsection 38-190(1).

Date of effect

7. This draft Ruling represents the preliminary, though
considered, view of the Australian Taxation Office. This draft may
not be relied on by taxpayers or practitioners. When the final Ruling
is officially released, it will explain our view of the law as it applies
from 1 July 2000.

8. The final Ruling will be a public ruling for the purposes of
section 37 of the Taxation Administration Act 1953 and may be relied
upon, after it is issued, by any entity to which it applies. Goods and
Services Tax Ruling GSTR 1999/1 explains the GST rulings system
and our view of when you can rely on our interpretation of the law in
GST public and private rulings.

9. If the final public ruling conflicts with a previous private
ruling that you have obtained, the public ruling prevails. However, if
you have relied on a private ruling, you are protected in respect of
what you have done up to the date of issue of the final public ruling.

' Supplies that are made under an agreement with an Australian resident but
provided to another entity outside Australia.
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This means that if you have underpaid an amount of GST, you are not
liable for the shortfall prior to the date of effect of the later ruling.
Similarly, you are not liable to repay an amount overpaid by the
Commissioner as a refund.

Previous Rulings

10. This Ruling replaces GSTR 2002/D8, Goods and Services
Tax: when is a non-resident ‘not in Australia when the thing supplied
is done’ for the purposes of item 2 in the table in subsection 38-190(1)
of the 4 New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999?

11. GSTR 2002/D8 examined when a non-resident is not in
Australia when the thing supplied is done for the purposes of item 2
only. We also examine this in the new draft Ruling. However, this
Ruling has been expanded to explain the meaning of ‘not in Australia’
and ‘outside Australia’ for the purposes of item 3 and paragraph (b) of
item 4 respectively.

12. The tests for determining whether a non-resident company or
individual is in Australia remain unchanged. However, with further
consideration of the criteria used to determine if a non-resident
company is in Australia, and in particular the jurisdictional case law
that we use to provide guidance on the application of the criteria, we
have further clarified and, where necessary, amended some elements
of the explanation.

13.  Also in GSTR 2002/D8, we expressed the view that item 2
only applied to supplies made to a non-resident company or
individual. We now consider that the better view is that it can apply
to supplies made to other entity types. In particular, a supply made to
a partnership where all the partners are non-residents is a supply that
may be GST-free under item 2 (refer to paragraphs 79 to 102 of the
Explanations section of the Ruling).

Legislative Context

14. Section 9-5 provides that a taxable supply is made if:
(a) you make a supply for consideration;

(b) the supply is made in the course or furtherance of an
enterprise that you carry on;

(©) the supply is connected with Australia; and

(d)  you are registered, or required to be registered.
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However, the supply is not a taxable supply to the extent that it is
GST-free or input taxed.

15. A supply is GST-free if it is GST-free under Division 38 or
under a provision of another Act.”

16. Subdivision 38-E sets out when exports of goods and other
supplies for consumption outside Australia are GST-free. The
Subdivision comprises:

o section 38-185 — exports of goods;

o section 38-187 — lease or hire of goods for use outside
Australia;

o section 38-188 — tooling used by non-residents to

manufacture goods for export; and

o section 38-190 — supplies of things, other than goods or
real property, for consumption outside Australia.

17. The relevant section for the purposes of this Ruling is
section 38-190.

18. Subsection 38-190(1) comprises five items which set out
supplies of things other than goods or real property that are GST-free.
If the requirements of one of those items are met the supply is
GST-free,’ provided subsections 38-190(2) or (3) do not operate to
negate that GST-free status.

19. Subsection 38-190(2) provides that a supply covered by any of
the items 1 to 5 in the table in subsection 38-190(1) is not GST-free if
it is the supply of a right or option to acquire something the supply of
which would be connected with Australia and would not be
GST-free.*

20.  Subsection 38-190(3) provides that, without limiting
subsection 38-190(2), a supply covered by item 2 in the table is not
GST-free if:

(a) it is a supply under an agreement entered into, whether
directly or indirectly, with a non-resident; and

(b) the supply is provided, or the agreement requires it to
be provided, to another entity in Australia.

2 Paragraph 9-30(1)(a).

* A supply that is not GST-free under one of the items in subsection 38-190(1) may
be GST-free under one of the other items.

4 Refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and services tax: supply of rights for use outside
Australia — subsection 38-190(1) item 4, paragraph (a) and subsection 38-190(2) at
paragraphs 41 to 42 and 143 to 150.
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21. Subsection 38-190(4) operates to extend the scope of item 3.
The subsection provides that a supply is taken, for the purposes of
item 3, to be a supply made to a recipient who is not in Australia if:

(a) it is a supply under an agreement entered into, whether
directly or indirectly, with an Australian resident; and

(b)  the supply is provided, or the agreement requires it to
be provided, to another entity outside Australia.

22.  Items 2, 3 and 4 appear in the table in subsection 38-190(1) as
follows:

Supplies of things, other than goods or real property, for
consumption outside Australia

Item Topic These supplies are GST-free’
2 Supply to non-resident  a supply that is made to a non-resident
outside Australia who is not in Australia when the thing

supplied is done, and:

(a) the supply is neither a supply of
work physically performed on
goods situated in Australia
when the work is done nor a
supply directly connected with
real property situated in
Australia; or

(b) the non-resident acquires the
thing in carrying on the
non-resident’s enterprise, but is
not registered or required to be

registered
3 Supplies used or a supply:
enjoyed outside . . .
Australia (a) that is made to a recipient who

is not in Australia when the
thing supplied is done; and

(b) the effective use or enjoyment
of which takes place outside
Australia;

other than a supply of work physically
performed on goods situated in
Australia when the thing supplied is
done, or a supply directly connected
with real property situated in Australia.

> Except to the extent that they are supplies of goods or real property.
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Supplies of things, other than goods or real property, for
consumption outside Australia

Item Topic These supplies are GST-free’

4 Rights a supply that is made in relation to
rights if:
(a) the rights are for use outside

Australia ; or

(b) the supply is to an entity that is
not an Australian resident and is
outside Australia when the
thing supplied is done.

Ruling

Items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4

23. An important issue in the application of these items is when is
a supply made to a non-resident (or other recipient of a supply) who is
‘not in Australia’ or ‘outside Australia’ ‘when the thing supplied is
done’.

Item 2

24. Item 2 applies where a supply, other than a supply of goods or
real property, is made to a non-resident who is not in Australia when
the thing supplied is done and the other requirements of the item are
met. A supply is made to a non-resident where that non-resident is the
entity that contracts with the supplier for the making of the supply.
The requirement that the non-resident is not in Australia when the
thing supplied is done is a requirement that the non-resident is not in
Australia in relation to the supply when the thing supplied is done.

Paragraph (b) of item 4

25. Paragraph (b) of item 4 applies where a supply that is made in
relation to rights is to an entity that is not an Australian resident and
that entity is outside Australia when the thing supplied is done. ‘An
entity that is not an Australian resident’ is a non-resident. A supply of
rights is to a non-resident where that non-resident is the entity that
contracts with the supplier for the making of the supply. The
requirement that the non-resident is outside Australia when the thing
supplied is done is a requirement that the non-resident is not in
Australia in relation to the supply when the thing supplied is done.
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The meaning of non-resident in item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4

26. A supply that is made to a non-resident, for the purposes of
item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4, includes a supply made to:

. an individual (or an individual acting in the capacity of
trustee of a trust) who is not a resident of Australia as
defined in subsection 6(1) of the Income Tax
Assessment Act 1936 (‘ITAA 1936);°

. a company (or a company acting in the capacity of
trustee of a trust) that is not a resident of Australia as
defined in subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936;’

. a partnership of which all the partners are non-resident
individuals and/or non-resident companies; or

o a corporate limited partnership that is not a resident of
Australia as defined in section 94T of the ITAA 1936.°

27.  Where a supply is made to the trustees of a trust that has more
than one trustee, all the trustees must be non-residents for the supply
to be a supply made to a non-resident.

Item 3

28. Item 3 applies where a supply, other than a supply of goods or
real property, is made to a recipient who is not in Australia when the
thing supplied is done and the other requirements of the item are met.
A supply is made to an entity where that entity contracts with the
supplier for the making of the supply. The requirement that the
recipient is not in Australia when the thing supplied is done is a
requirement that the recipient is not in Australia in relation to the
supply when the thing supplied is done.

Subsection 38-190(4)

29. Subsection 38-190(4) operates to extend the scope of item 3 by
treating a supply as being made to a recipient who is not in Australia
if:

. the supply is made under an agreement entered into,

whether directly or indirectly, with an Australian
resident; and

8 Refer to paragraph 63 of the Explanations section where the definition is
reproduced.

" Refer to paragraph 63 of the Explanations section where the definition is
reproduced.

¥ Refer to paragraph 103 of the Explanations section.
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o the supply is provided, or is required to be provided, to
another entity outside Australia.

30. A supply that is made under an agreement with an individual
or company that is a resident of Australia is a supply made under an
agreement with an Australian resident.

31. A supply that is made under an agreement with a partnership
or with a partner in a partnership is made under an agreement with an
Australian resident if one of the partners in the partnership is a
resident of Australia. This is explained further at

paragraphs 347 to 352 in the Explanations section.

32.  Where a supply is made under an agreement entered into with
the trustee of a trust and the trustee is an Australian resident individual
or an Australian resident company, this is an agreement entered into
with an Australian resident for the purposes of subsection 38-190(4).
This is explained further at paragraphs 383 to 384 in the Explanations
section.

33. If a trust has more than one trustee the requirement in
subsection 38-190(4) that a supply is made under an agreement with
an Australian resident is satisfied if at least one of the trustees is an
Australian resident. This is explained further at paragraph 385 in the
Explanations section.

Application of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4

34, The flowcharts that follow illustrate, in broad terms, the
application of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4 to:

o a supply (other than a supply of goods or real property)
that is made to an individual including an individual in
the capacity of trustee of a trust (refer to flowcharts 1
and 2 on pages 10 and 11 respectively);

o a supply (other than a supply of goods or real property)
that is made to a company including a company in the
capacity of trustee of a trust (refer to flowcharts 3 and 4
on page 12 and 13 respectively); and

o a supply (other than a supply of goods or real property)
that is made to a partnership other than a corporate
limited partnership (refer to flowcharts 5 and 6 on
pages 14 and 15 respectively).

35. The flowcharts highlight the fact that there are different tests to
determine whether an entity is in Australia depending on the type of
entity. The flowcharts should be read in conjunction with the relevant
paragraphs in this Ruling. These paragraphs are noted in the
flowcharts.
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Trusts
36. A trust is in Australia if the trustee of the trust is in Australia.

This means that, if the trustee is an individual, the test to determine
whether an individual is in Australia is the relevant test (see
flowcharts 1 and 2 on pages 10 and 11 respectively). If the trustee is a
company, the test to determine whether a company is in Australia is
the relevant test (see flowcharts 3 and 4 on pages 12 and 13
respectively). If the trust has more than one trustee, if any of the
trustees are in Australia, the trust is in Australia.

Corporate limited partnerships

37. A corporate limited partnership that was formed in Australia is
in Australia. The test for determining whether a non-resident
corporate limited partnership is in Australia is the same as the test for
determining whether a non-resident company is in Australia (see
flowcharts 3 and 4 on pages 12 and 13 respectively).
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FLOWCHART 1 - Supply made to a non-resident individual
(including a non-resident individual acting in the capacity of
trustee of a trust)

Item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4

Is the individual a non-resident?
(i.e. an individual who is not a resident of Australia) No

I’
1 An individual 1s a resident of Australia where the individual is a resident as defined in
' subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936. Refer to paragraphs 66 to 70.

Item 2 Paragraph (b) of
may apply Item 4
may apply

if it is a supply of rights

Item 3 Go to
may apply FLOWCHART 2
l('tem 3"

A 4

Is the non-resident individual in Australia in relation to the supply
for any of the time when the thing supplied is done?

/In Australia \
A non-resident individual must be physically present in Australia to be ‘in Australia’. Ifa
non-resident individual carries on business in Australia through employees or other

representatives (including an agent), but is not physically present in Australia, the
non-resident individual is ‘not in Australia’. Refer to paragraphs 147 to 148.

U

\
:
]
]
|
:
In relation to the supply i
A non-resident individual is in Australia in relation to the supply to the extent that his or her '
physical presence in Australia relates to the supply being made. Where the non-resident '
individual is in contact with the supplier and that contact is not of a simple administrative '
nature (eg. to check on the progress of the supply) the non-resident individual’'s presence in 1
Australia is in relation to the supply. If a non-resident individual is in Australia for a purpose .
that is not related to the supply, e.g. the non-resident individual is on holiday in Australia, the '
individual is not in Australia in relation to the supply. Refer to paragraphs 149 to 155. :
|
]
]
]
]
]
|
]
|
]
]
]
"
1
1

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer to
paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of supplies
e.g. supplies of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the non-resident individual is in Australia in relation
to the supply is the taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the

' non-resident individual is not in Australia in relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the p
v supply. Consideration is apportioned between the taxable and GST-free parts of the supply.

N S’
s -
~ -

No Yes Yes
Not at any time For part of the time For all of the time
A To the extent that the To the extent that the A
: Pra non-resident non-resident .
The supply is G?T-free if: individual is not i individual is in Tl?e supply: '
= the other requirements of the Australia in relation Australia in relation | ® 1S ot GST-free under item 2 or
relevant item are met; and to the supply when to the supply when paragraph (b) of item 4; but
= subsections 38-190(2) and (3) the thing supplied is the thing supplied is | = may be GST-free under another

do not apply done done item
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FLOWCHART 2 - Supply made to an individual (including an
individual acting in the capacity of trustee of a trust). Individual
includes a non-resident individual.

Item 3

Is the individual in Australia in relation to the supply for any of the time ———
when the thing supplied is done? s,

7 \
\

/" In Australia \

An individual must be physically present in Australia to be ‘in Australia’. If an individual
carries on business in Australia through employees or other representatives (including an
agent), but is not physically present in Australia, the individual is ‘not in Australia’. Refer to
paragraphs 147 to 148.

In relation to the supply

An individual is in Australia in relation to the supply to the extent that his or her physical
presence in Australia relates to the supply being made. Where the individual is in contact
with the supplier and that contact is not of a simple administrative nature (eg. to check on
the progress of the supply) the individual’s presence in Australia is in relation to the supply.
If an individual is in Australia for a purpose that is not related to the supply, e.g. the
individual is on holiday in Australia, the individual is not in Australia in relation to the supply.
Refer to paragraphs 149 to 155.

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer
to paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of
supplies e_g. supplies of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the individual is in Australia in relation to the
supply is the taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the '
» individual is not in Australia in relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the supply. /
\\Consideraﬁon is apportioned between the taxable and GST-free parts of the supply. i

\

~ -
~ -

[ . [

No Yes Yes
Not at any time For part of the time For all of the time

Does subsection 38-190(4) apply?
[i.e. is the supply provided to another entity outside Australia?]
Refer to paragraphs 132 to 143.

/ N\
To the extent that: To the extent that:
= the individual is not in = the individual is in Australia in
Australia in relation to the relation to the supply when the
supply when the thing thing supplied 1s done: and
supplied is done; or = subsection 38-190(4) does not
= subsection 38-190(4) applies apply to the supply

to the supply

| v N\

The supply is GST-free if:

= effective use or enjoyment
takes place outside Australia;

= the other requirements of item
3 are met; and

= subsection 38-190(2) does not
apply

The supply:
= is not GST-free under item 3; but

= may be GST-free under another
item
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FLOWCHART 3 - Supply made to a non-resident company
(including a non-resident company acting in the capacity of
trustee of a trust)

Item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4

Is the company a non-resident? No
(1.e. a company that 1s not a resident of Australia)

’ A company is a resident of Australia as defined in subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936 where:
L]
L]

The company is incorporated in Australia ; or
The company carries on business in Australia and its central management and control is in
Australia; or

. The company carries on business in Australia and its voting power 1s controlled by
shareholders who are residents of Australia.

Refer to paragraphs 71 to 78.

)

Item 2 Paragraph (b) of
may apply Item 4
may apply

if it is a supply of rights

'
1
1
]
1
|
1
1
1
1
1
\

Go to
FLOWCHART 4
‘('tem 3"

Item 3
may apply

A

Is the non-resident company in Australia in relation to the supply for any of the time when the
thing supplied is done?

7

Y
’ \
’

+ In Australia \
' A non-resident company is in Australia where the company: \

o carries on business in Australia through a fixed and definite place of its own for a sufficiently
substantial period of time (refer to paragraphs 195 to 221); or

» carries on business in Australia through an agent at a fixed and definite place for a sufficiently
substantial period of time (refer to paragraphs 222 to 274).

In relation to the supply

* A non-resident company is in Australia in relation to a supply where:
— the supply is for the purposes of the Australian presence of the company; or

— there is some other connection between the supply and the presence of the company in
Australia that is more than a minor connection.

Refer to paragraphs 292 to 317.

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer to
paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of supplies e.g.
supplies of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the non-resident company is in Australia in relation to the
supply is the taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the non-resident
company is not in Australia in relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the supply.

', Consifleration is apportioned between the taxable and GST-free parts of the supply. K
_________________________ I._____-_______-_______-___l____-..-
No Yes Yes
Not at any time For part of the time For all of the time
To the extent that the To the extent that the
The supply is GST-free if: non-resident company non-resident company  (The sypply:
= the other requirements of the lsln ot i Al:shmha ull 1 = mA;S tralia ;n = is not GST-free under item 2 or
tion t tion t
relevant item are met; and ;:h:lo&eoth;gw Y rea O:,hzn t;:‘g}:l’g' paragraph (b) of item 4; but
= subsections 38-190(2) and (3) supplied is done supplied is done | = may be GST-free under another

do not apply item
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FLOWCHART 4 - Supply made to a company (including a company
acting in the capacity of trustee of a trust). Company includes a
non-resident company.

Item 3

Is the company in Australia in relation to the supply for any of the time when the thing

supplied is done? ] ‘\\
A

~

-~

\

~

\
\

In Australia

A company is in Australia where the company:
 is incorporated in Australia (refer to paragraphs 283 to 287); or

» carries on business in Australia through a fixed and definite place of its own for a sufficiently substantial
period of time (refer to paragraphs 195 to 221); or

» carries on business in Australia through an agent at a fixed and definite place for a sufficiently
substantial period of time (refer to paragraphs 222 to 274).

In relation to the supply
e A company is in Australia in relation to a supply where:

— the supply is for the purposes of the Australian presence of the company; or

— there is some other connection between the supply and the presence of the company in Australia
that is more than a minor connection.

Refer to paragraphs 292 to 317.

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer to
paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of supplies e.g. supplies
of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the company is in Australia in relation to the supply is the
taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the company is not in Australia in
relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the supply. Consideration is apportioned between the

\\\ taxable and GST-free parts of the supply.

~
~

S e

Not at any time For part of the time

_______________________ e e

o Yes Yes
For all of the time

Does subsection 38-190(4) apply?
[i.e. is the supply provided to another entity outside Australia?]
Refer to paragraphs 132 to 143.

DN

To the extent that: To the extent that:

=  the company is not in =  the company is in Australia in
Australia in relation to the relation to the supply when the
supply when the thing thing supplied is done; and
supplied is done; or = subsection 38-190(4) does not

= subsection 38-190(4) applies apply to the supply
to the supply

A

/ \

The supply is GST-free if:

= effective use or enjoyment
takes place outside Australia;

= the other requirements of item
3 are met; and

= subsection 38-190(2) does not

apply

The supply:
= is not GST-free under item 3; but

= may be GST-free under another
item

S ————

~
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FLOWCHART 5 - Supply made to a non-resident partnership (other
than a non-resident corporate limited partnership)

Item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4

[ Is the partnership a non-resident? ]N_°

1A partnership is a non-resident if all of the partners in the partnership are non-residents. '
:Refer to paragraphs 79 to 102. !

Yes
Item 2 Paragraph (b) of Item 3 Go to
may apply Item 4 may apply FLOWCHART 6
may apply ‘item 3’

if it is a supply of rights

: v

{ Is the non-resident partnership in Australia in relation to the supply for any }- .

of the time when the thing supplied is done?

’ \
’

/" In Australia \
A non-resident partnership is in Australia where the partnership: \
» carries on business (or other activities) in Australia at a fixed and definite place of its own for

a sufficiently substantial period of time; or
» carries on business (or other activities) in Australia through an agent at a fixed and definite

place for a sufficiently substantial period of time.
Refer to paragraphs 325 to 329 for partnerships that carry on business and
paragraphs 330 to 333 for partnerships that are in receipt of income jointly.

!

In relation to the supply
* A non-resident partnership is in Australia in relation to a supply where:

— the supply is for the purposes of the Australian presence of the non-resident partnership;
or

— there is some other connection between the supply and the presence of the non-resident
partnership in Australia that is more than a minor connection.

Refer to paragraphs 339 to 346.

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer to
paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of supplies e.g.
supplies of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the non-resident partnership is in Australia in relation
to the supply is the taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the '

’

"\ non-resident partnership is not in Australia in relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the ’

‘\\supply_ onsideration is apportioned between the taxable and GST-free parts of the supply. ,,’

No Yes Yes
Not at any time For part of the time For all of the time
To the extent that the To the extent that the
The supply is GST-free if: non-resident non-resident  The gypply:
) partnership 1is not in partnership 1s in . )
= the other. requlremen?s of the Australia in relation Australia in relation | ® 1S not GST-free u.nder |fem 2o0r
relevant item are met; and to the supply when to the supply whe: paragraph (b) of item 4; but
= subsections 38-190(2) and (3) the thing supplied is the thing supplied is | = may be GST-free under another

do not apply done done item
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FLOWCHART 6 - Supply made to a partnership (other than a
corporate limited partnership). Partnership includes a
non-resident partnership.

Item 3

Is the partnership in Australia in relation to the supply for any of the time when the |-
thing supplied is done? .

Y
’ -
/ In Australia N
\

+ A partnership is in Australia where the partnership:

» carries on business (or other activities) in Australia at a fixed and definite place of its own for
a sufficiently substantial period of time; or

» carries on business (or other activities) in Australia through an agent at a fixed and definite
place for a sufficiently substantial period of time.

Refer to paragraphs 334 to 338.
In relation to the supply
» A partnership is in Australia in relation to a supply where:
— the supply is for the purposes of the Australian presence of the partnership; or

A}
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
1
— there is some other connection between the supply and the presence of the partnership in 1
Australia that is more than a minor connection. X
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
'
1

Refer to paragraphs 339 to 346.

When the thing supplied is done

When the thing supplied is done means the time at which the thing supplied is done. Refer to
paragraphs 144 to 145 for an explanation of what this means for different types of supplies e.g.
supplies of services, supplies of advice etc.

Identifying the taxable part and the GST-free part

That part of the supply that is done when the partnership is in Australia in relation to the supply

. is the taxable part of the supply. That part of the supply that is done when the partnership is not

\ in Australia in relation to the supply is the GST-free part of the supply. Consideration is '
‘\\apponioned between the taxable and GST-free parts of the supply. /

~, -

No Yes Yes
Not at any time For part of the time For all of the time

Does subsection 38-190(4) apply?
[i.e. is the supply provided to another entity outside Australia?]
Refer to paragraphs 132 to 143 and 347 to 350.

SN

To the extent that: To the extent that:

= the partnership 1s not in Australia = the partnership is in Australia in
in relation to the supply when the relation to the supply when the thing
thing supplied is done; or supplied is done; and

= subsection 38-190(4) applies to the = subsection 38-190(4) does not apply
supply to the supply

L N

The supply is GST-free if:

= effective use or enjoyment takes
place outside Australia;

= the other requirements of item 3
are met; and

= subsection 38-190(2) does not
apply

The supply:
= is not GST-free under item 3; but

= may be GST-free under another
item
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Explanation (this forms part of the Ruling)

Overview of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4

38. Section 38-190 applies to ‘Supplies of things, other than goods
or real property, for consumption outside Australia’. The items in the
table in subsection 38-190(1) set out supplies of things, other than
goods or real property, for consumption outside Australia that are
GST-free where certain requirements are met.

39. The policy intention, as evidenced by the heading to the table
in that subsection, is to treat supplies of services or things other than
goods or real property as GST-free supplies where consumption of
those supplies occurs outside Australia. Thus, the export of services
and other things are GST-free in the same way that exports of goods
are GST-free.”

Item 2

40.  For a supply to be within the scope of item 2, the supply must
be made to ‘a non-resident who is not in Australia when the thing
supplied is done’. The meaning of ‘non-resident’ and the requirement
that the recipient is not in Australia when the thing supplied is done
(the ‘not in Australia’ requirement) are discussed in Part |
(paragraphs 61 to 113) and Part II (paragraphs 129 to 131)
respectively.

41. Although not addressed in this Ruling, it is important to note
the other requirements of item 2. To be GST-free under item 2, either
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) must be satisfied.

42.  For a supply to satisfy paragraph (a) of item 2, the supply must
neither be a supply of work physically performed on goods situated in
Australia when the work is done nor a supply directly connected with
real property situated in Australia. '°

43.  For a supply to satisfy paragraph (b) of item 2, the
non-resident must acquire the thing in carrying on the non-resident’s
enterprise but the non-resident must not be registered, or required to
be registered, for GST.

? Refer to the Explanatory Memorandum relating to the Indirect Tax Legislation
Amendment Bill 2000 at paragraph 3.30.

' For further guidance on these concepts refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and services
tax: What do the expressions ‘directly connected with goods and real property’
and ‘a supply of work physically performed on goods’ mean for the purposes of
subsection 38-190(1) of the 4 New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act
1999?
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Subsections 38-190(2) and (3)

44, Subsections 38-190(2)"" and (3)'? operate to negate, in certain
circumstances, the GST-free status that would otherwise apply to a
supply covered by item 2.

Item 3

45.  Ttem 3 applies to a supply that is made to “a recipient’"® who is
not in Australia when the thing supplied is done’.

46.  Although not addressed in this Ruling, it is important to note
the other requirements of item 3 for a supply to be GST-free. The
effective use or enjoyment of the supply must take place outside
Australia and the supply must neither be a supply of work physically
performed on goods situated in Australia when the work is done nor a
supply directly connected with real property situated in Australia. '*

47. While for the purposes of item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4,
the supply must be made to a non-resident, this requirement does not
apply for the purposes of item 3. Item 3 applies to supplies made to
recipients, that is, all entities to which a supply is made including
non-residents. Item 3 is, therefore, broader in scope and may apply
where a supply is made, for instance, to an Australian resident.

48. This means, for example, that a supply made to a company
incorporated in Australia which does not come within the scope of
item 2 or paragraph (b) of item 4 because the company is not a
non-resident (see discussion in Part I at paragraphs 61 to 113
regarding the meaning of ‘non-resident’) may still be GST-free under
item 3 if the other requirements of that item are met.

' For further guidance on subsection 38-190(2) - refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and
services tax: supply of rights for use outside Australia — subsection 38-190(1),
item 4, paragraph (a) and subsection 38-190(2).

12 For further guidance on subsection 38-190(3) - refer to GSTR 2003/D7 Goods and
services tax: the scope and application of subsection 38-190(3).

13 “Recipient’ is defined in section 195-1 of the GST Act and means, in relation to a
supply, the entity to which the supply is made.

' For further guidance on these concepts refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and services
tax: What do the expressions ‘directly connected with goods and real property’
and ‘a supply of work physically performed on goods’ mean for the purposes of
subsection 38-190(1) of the A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act
1999?
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Subsection 38-190(4)

49. Subsection 38-190(4) operates to extend the scope of item 3 by
treating certain supplies as if they are made to recipients who are not
in Australia when the thing supplied is done. Subsection 38-190(4)
deems a supply to be a supply made to a recipient who is not in
Australia where that supply is made under an agreement with an
Australian resident and is provided to another entity outside Australia.
In the absence of subsection 38-190(4), certain supplies would
otherwise fail the ‘not in Australia’ test. Subsection 38-190(4) is
discussed in Part II at paragraphs 132 to 143.

Subsection 38-190(2)

50. Subsection 38-190(2)"° operates to negate, in certain
circumstances, the GST-free status that would otherwise apply to a
supply covered by item 3.

Paragraph (b) of item 4

51. Under paragraph (b) of item 4, a supply that is made in relation
to rights must be made to ‘an entity that is not an Australian resident’
and is ‘outside Australia’ when the thing supplied is done.

52. As the term ‘non-resident’ is defined in section 195-1 to mean
‘an entity that is not an Australian resident’, it follows that

paragraph (b) of item 4 applies to supplies made to non-residents. The
meaning of ‘non-resident’ is discussed at paragraphs 61 to 113.

53. We consider that ‘outside Australia’ has the same meaning as
‘not in Australia’ in items 2 and 3. This is supported by the use of the
terms in the legislation. The topic guide for item 2 refers to ‘Supply
to non-resident outside Australia’ while the words used in the third
column to describe the supply are ‘supply that is made to a
non-resident who is not in Australia’. The discussion of the meaning
of ‘not in Australia’ at paragraphs 129 to 131 is relevant, therefore, for
the purposes of applying paragraph (b) of item 4.

'3 For further guidance on subsection 38-190(2) - refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and
services tax: supply of rights for use outside Australia — subsection 38-190(1),
item 4, paragraph (a) and subsection 38-190(2).
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Subsection 38-190(2)

54. Subsection 38-190(2)'° operates to negate, in certain
circumstances, the GST-free status that would otherwise apply to a
supply covered by item 4.

How the various requirements of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of
item 4 are discussed in this ruling

55.  We have divided the explanation into four parts.

56.  InPart I, we explain when an entity is a non-resident for the
purposes of item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4. Both these provisions
apply only to supplies made to non-residents. We also explain when a
supply is made to a non-resident for the purposes of each of these
items and when a supply is made to a recipient for the purposes of
item 3.

57. In Part II, we discuss the expressions ‘not in Australia’;
‘outside Australia’; and ‘when the thing supplied is done’. We also
explain the application of subsection 38-190(4).

58.  InPart III, we explain, in terms of specific entity types, when
an entity is ‘not in Australia’ (the ‘not in Australia requirement’). We
do this by describing when an entity is in Australia in relation to the
supply. We also explain the requirement for apportionment of the
supply where the non-resident or other recipient of a supply is in
Australia in relation to the supply for part of the time when the thing
supplied is done. We discuss the need to apportion the consideration
between the GST-free and taxable parts of the supply.

59.  Part IV contains further examples to illustrate the concepts
discussed in the Ruling.

60. The flowchart on the next page is a guide to the requirements
of items 2, 3 and paragraph (b) of item 4. Where those requirements
are discussed in this Ruling paragraph references are given.

' For further guidance on subsection 38-190(2) - refer to GSTR 2003/7 Goods and
services tax: supply of rights for use outside Australia — subsection 38-190(1),
item 4, paragraph (a) and subsection 38-190(2).
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NB: this flowchart is a general guide only and should be used in
conjunction with the relevant paragraphs of this ruling.

Is the entity to which a supply is made a
non-resident?

Referto: Individual: paragraphs 66 to 70
Company: paragraphs 71 to 78
Partnership: paragraphs 79 to 102
Corporate limited partnership:  paragraphs 103 to 107
Trustee: paragraphs 108 to 113

cecccccee--

= ltems 2 or 3 may apply = |ltem 3 may apply )

= Paragraph (b) of ltem 4 may [Neither item 2 nor paragraph (b) of
apply if it is a supply of rights. item 4 can apply]

supplied is done?

No 4[ Is the entity in Australia in relation to the supply when the thing ) Yes

’

'

’

To determine if the entity 1s in Australia refer to:

Item 2 or paragraph Item 3

(b) of item 4
Individual: paragraphs 147 to 165 and 166 to 172
Company: paragraphs 174 to 274 and 281 to 290
Partnership: paragraphs 319 to 333 and 334 to 338
Corporate limited partnership:  paragraphs 356 to 357 and 358
Trustee: paragraphs 364 to 382 and 364 to 382

ltem 3 Iltem 2 Item 3 Iltem 2

Paragraph (b)
of item 4

Ll
'
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
:
1
Paragraph (b) '
of item 4 ' o o o .

i To determine if the entity is in Australia in relation to the supply refer to:

' Individual: paragraphs 149 to 155

+ Company: paragraphs 292 to 317

i Partnership: paragraphs 339 to 346

i Corporate limited partnership:  paragraphs 361 to 362

' Trustee: paragraphs 368 and 380

:

\

To determine when the thing supplied i1s done refer to paragraphs 144 to 145.

Does subsection
Does subsection 38-190(4) apply?
38-190(3) apply? [ie. is the supply
[ie. is the supply ‘ . provided to another
provided to another entity outside
entity in Australia] Australia] Refer to

) Yes Yes paragraphs 132 to 143

No No

The supply is GST-free
where the other
requirements of the
relevant item are met and
subsection 38-190(2) does
not apply

The supply is NOT

GST-free
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Part 1

When is a supply made to an entity that is a non-resident for the
purposes of item 2 and paragraph (b) of item 4?

61.  The term ‘non-resident’ is defined in section 195-1 to mean
‘an entity that is not an Australian resident’. Entities, for GST
purposes, are listed in subsection 184-1. The list includes, for
example, individuals, companies, trusts and partnerships.

62. ‘Australian resident’ is defined in section 195-1 to mean ‘a
person who is a resident of Australia for the purposes of the
ITAA 1936°.

63. A resident of Australia is defined in subsection 6(1) of the
ITAA 1936 and means:

(a) a person, other than a company, who resides in
Australia and includes a person -

(1) whose domicile is in Australia, unless the
Commissioner is satisfied that his permanent
place of abode is outside Australia;

(1) who has actually been in Australia, continuously
or intermittently, during more than one-half of
the year of income, unless the Commissioner is
satisfied that his usual place of abode is outside
Australia and that he does not intend to take up
residence in Australia; or

(1) who is:

(A)  amember of the superannuation scheme
established by deed under the
Superannuation Act 1990; or

(B) aneligible employee for the purposes of
the Superannuation Act 1976, or

(C)  the spouse, or a child under 16, of a
person covered by subsubparagraph (A) or
(B); and

(b) a company which is incorporated in Australia, or
which, not being incorporated in Australia, carries on
business in Australia, and has either its central
management and control in Australia, or its voting
power controlled by shareholders who are residents of
Australia.

64. A supply is made to a non-resident where that non-resident is
the entity that contracts with the supplier for the making of the supply.
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65. Sometimes, a supplier makes the supply to a non-resident but
the thing to be supplied under the contractual arrangements is in fact
provided or required to be provided to another entity. If that other
entity is in Australia the GST-free status under item 2 is negated.'’

A supply is made to an individual who is a non-resident

66. A supply that is made to an individual is a supply to a
non-resident if the individual is not a resident of Australia as defined
in subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936.

67.  Residency status is a question of fact and is one of the main
criteria that determine an individual’s liability to Australian income
tax. Taxation Ruling TR 98/17"® provides guidance on determining
residency status under the income tax definition.

68. Item 2 applies to a supply that is made to a non-resident
individual who is not in Australia when the thing supplied is done.

69.  Paragraph (b) of item 4 applies to a supply of rights to a
non-resident individual who is outside Australia when the thing
supplied is done.

70. The meaning of ‘not in Australia’ ‘outside Australia’ and
‘when the thing supplied is done’ is discussed in the next Part at
paragraphs 129 to 131 and 144 to 145. The application of the ‘not in
Australia’ test to non-resident individuals is discussed in Part III at
paragraphs 147 to 165.

A supply is made to a company that is a non-resident

71. A supply that is made to a company is a supply to a
non-resident if the company is not a resident of Australia.

72.  As defined in subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936, a company is
a resident where the company is incorporated in Australia or, if not
incorporated in Australia, it carries on business in Australia and has
either its central management and control in Australia or its voting
power controlled by shareholders who are residents of Australia.

73. Thus where a company is incorporated in Australia under the
Corporations Act 2001 (‘Corporations Act’), it is a resident.

74. Bodies corporate can be incorporated under legislation other
than the Corporations Act. For example, the Associations
Incorporation Act 1981 (QId) (‘Associations Incorporation Act’)
provides for associations that are formed for certain specified
purposes to be incorporated. Where bodies incorporate under this Act,

' Subsection 38-190(3).
'® Income tax: residency status of individuals entering Australia.
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or a similar Australian Act, they are residents of Australia for the
purposes of this Ruling.

75.  Where a company is incorporated outside Australia, it may
nonetheless be a resident of Australia where it carries on business in
Australia and has either its central management or control in Australia
or its voting power controlled by shareholders who are residents of
Australia.

76.  Item 2 applies to a supply that is made to a non-resident
company that is not in Australia when the thing supplied is done.

77.  Paragraph (b) of item 4 applies to a supply of rights to a
non-resident company that is outside Australia when the thing
supplied is done.

78. The meaning of ‘not in Australia’ ‘outside Australia’ and
‘when the thing supplied is done’ is discussed at

paragraphs 129 to 131 and 144 to 145. The application of the ‘not in
Australia’ test to non-resident companies is discussed at

paragraphs 173 to 274.

A supply is made to a partnership that is a non-resident
The meaning of partnership

79. Although a partnership is not a legal entity separate from its
members, it is treated, for GST purposes, as if it were a separate
entity.” That is, the partnership is recognised as an entity separate
from the persons that form the partnership. A supply, acquisition or
importation made by (or on behalf of) a partner of a partnership in the
capacity as a partner is taken to be a supply, acquisition or importation
made by the partnership.*’

80. A partnership is defined in section 195-1 as having the
meaning given by section 995-1 of the Income Tax Assessment Act
1997 (‘ITAA 1997°). A partnership, therefore, means an association
of persons carrying on business as partners or in receipt of ordinary
income or statutory income jointly but does not include a company.

81. On this definition, limited partnerships®' that are corporate
limited partnerships (as defined in section 94D of the ITAA 1936) and
which are treated as companies under the income tax law”” are not
partnerships for GST purposes.

' The definition of ‘entity’ in subsection 184-1(1) is set out at paragraph 115 of this
Ruling.

0 Section 184-5.

2! A limited partnership means a partnership where the liability of at least one of the
partners is limited (refer to subsection 6(1) of the ITAA 1936).

22 Subdivision C, Division 5A of Part I of the ITAA 1936.
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A partnership (other than a corporate limited partnership) that is a
non-resident

82. On a strict literal interpretation of the definition of
non-resident it could be said that any type of entity other than an
individual or a company that is a ‘resident of Australia’, such as a
partnership, is a non-resident.

83.  Alternatively it could be said that the only entity type
recognised by the definitions of ‘non-resident’ and ‘resident of
Australia’ are non-resident individuals and companies and that,
therefore, no entity type other than an individual or company, such as
a partnership, is a non-resident.

84. The strict literal view that all partnerships, including
partnerships of which all the partners are residents of Australia and
which do not carry on any activities outside Australia (referred to here
as domestic partnerships) are non-residents is not consistent with the
purpose of item 2 of subsection 38-190(1) which is to make GST-free
only those supplies made to non-residents outside Australia.

85. On the alternative view, no supply to a partnership would
come within the scope of item 2 or paragraph (b) of item 4. However,
there is no discernible policy intention to limit the scope of these
provisions to certain entity types such as individuals and companies,
and exclude others such as partnerships.

86. The adoption of either of these approaches also produces
absurd or unreasonable outcomes for other provisions of the GST Act
that have application to ‘non-residents’. In particular, problems arise
with regard to both Divisions 57> and 83**.

Division 83

87.  Division 83 allows a non-resident supplier and the recipient of
that supply to agree that the GST liability is to be borne by the
recipient where certain requirements are met.*

88. On the alternative meanings of ‘non-resident’ discussed above,
Division 83 would either apply to all partnerships, including domestic
partnerships, or alternatively, it would not apply to any partnership.
We consider that neither of these outcomes is intended. Division 83
was inserted in recognition of the fact that many non-resident entities
that make supplies that are connected with Australia may not have a

3 Resident agents acting for non-residents.
* Non-residents making supplies connected with Australia.
** These requirements are set out in section 83-5.
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presence in Australia and may have practical difficulties in providing
details necessary for registration.*

89.  We consider that a partnership, of which all or some of the
partners are residents of Australia and which carries on an enterprise
in Australia, is not intended to come within the scope of Division 83.
Such entities do not have any practical difficulties in complying with
the GST legislation. Similarly, it does not give effect to the purpose
of Division 83 to exclude from its operation all partnerships including
those where all the partners are non-residents and which may find it
difficult to provide all the necessary details for GST registration.

Division 57

90. Division 57 provides that a resident agent that makes taxable
supplies or importations or creditable acquisitions or importations for
a non-resident is liable for the GST payable on those supplies or
importations and entitled to the input tax credits on those acquisitions
or importations. As explained in the Explanatory Memorandum?®’ the
reason for this is that if a non-resident is acting through an agent, there
is someone in the Australian jurisdiction on whom liability can be
placed. Placing t