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About this Bulletin 
 
Sales tax will be replaced from 1 July 2000 by the goods and services tax (GST). Many goods 
currently taxed under the different rates of wholesale sales tax will be taxed at 10% under GST. 
 
Retailers and service providers holding stocks of new goods for sale that have incurred sales tax, 
may be able to claim a special GST credit for the sales tax paid on their stock. 
 
To claim the special GST credit, you will need to know how much sales tax you have paid on the 
goods you are holding for sale or exchange at 1 July 2000. In most cases, this will appear on the 
invoice from your wholesaler. For information about claiming your special GST credit, please 
phone the Business Tax Reform Infoline on 13 24 78. 
 
This Bulletin sets out a listing of various goods and their current rate of sales tax. The description 
of goods in the list is a general one only, and is not meant to be exhaustive. 
 
There may be cases in the attached list where particular goods appear to be covered by the general 
description given. However, the goods may actually be classified differently for sales tax purposes. 
For example, nuts and bolts are generally listed as exempt, but wheel nuts, (which are not covered 
by any exemption Item), are taxable at 22%. You should contact the Tax Office on 13 28 66 if you 
are in any doubt as to the correct classification of any goods. 

Please note that this Bulletin is a public ruling for the purposes of section 77 of the Sales Tax 
Assessment Act 1992. It may be relied upon by any person to whom it applies and replaces any 
previous private or public rulings if they are inconsistent with this Bulletin. It is current as at 3 
April 2000. 

Warning: We regularly revise our publications to take into account changes in the law. If you are 
seeking to rely on anything contained in this Bulletin, you should make sure that this edition is the 
latest. 
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Bathroom cabinets made wholly of timber Exempt 
Bathroom fittings (fixtures) - soap holders, toothbrush 
holders, towel rails & rings etc 

12% 

Bathroom panelling Exempt 
Bathroom scales 22% 
Bathplugs 12% 
Baths 12% 
Batten holders Exempt 
Batteries 22% 
Battery chargers 22% 
Bean bags 12% 
Bed linen & bed spreads 12% 
Beds 12% 
Beer & spirits 37% 
Belts & buckles Exempt 
Bibles Exempt 
Bike helmets Exempt 
Bikes 22% 
Billets - metal Exempt 
Binders 22% 
Binoculars 22% 
Bird baths 22% 
Bird seed (domestic) 22% 
Birthday candles 12% 
Birthday cards 22% 
Biscuits 12% 
Blankets, incl electric blankets 12% 
Bleach 22% 
Blenders 12% 
Blinds (household) 12% 
Blood pressure outfits Exempt 
Blooms - metal Exempt 
Blu-tac 22% 
Board games 22% 
Boating & marine parts & accessories 22% 

Boats & yachts 22% 
Bobby pins 22% 
Body sprays 22% 
Bolts & nuts Exempt 
Bonox Exempt 
Boogie boards & surf boards 22% 
Bookcases (household) 12% 
Bookends 22% 
Books Exempt 
Books - address, carbon, docket, exercise, note, project, 
receipt, sketch, etc 

22% 

Bottles - cream & milk Exempt 
Bottles - sauce, sports, water 12% 
Bowls 12% 
Boxes 22% 
Brackets Exempt 
Braid 12% 
Bread Exempt 
Breakfast cereals Exempt 
Breast pumps Exempt 
Breath fresheners 22% 
Bric-a-brac 22% 
Bricks & blocks Exempt 
Briquettes Exempt 
Brooms 12% 
Brushes - bottle, furniture, pastry, scrubbing, shoe, toilet 12% 
Brushes - paint 22% 
Bubble bath 22% 
Bubble gum 12% 
Buckets 12% 
Built-in cabinets, cupboards & wardrobes Exempt 
Builders’ film Exempt 
Builders hardware Exempt 
Bullion Exempt 
Bus timetables Exempt 
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Clocks & clock radios 22% 
Cloth on the roll, incl glass fibre, synthetic, or plastic Exempt 
Clothes, incl hats & shoes Exempt 
Clothes airers, baskets, driers, & pegs 12% 
Clothes lines (other) 12% 
Clothes lines (rotary) Exempt 
Cloths - cleaning, dish, dusting, polishing, wipes 12% 
Coal & coke Exempt 
Coasters (drink) 12% 
Cocoa Exempt 
Coffee Exempt 
Coffee plungers 12% 
Coffee tables 12% 
Coffins Exempt 
Cold & flu tablets Exempt 
Combs & brushes 22% 
Comics Exempt 
Commercial air conditioning equipment 22% 
Commercial cooking equipment 22% 
Commercial laundering & dry cleaning equipment 22% 
Commercial refrigeration equipment 22% 
Compasses & protractors 22% 
Compost bins (household) 12% 
Computer games (carrying medium only) 22% 
Computer software (carrying medium only) 22% 
Computers incl scanners, printers, paper, modems, 
keyboards, mouse pads, etc 

22% 

Concrete Exempt 
Conditioners 22% 
Condoms Exempt 
Confectionery 12% 
Construction machinery & equipment 22% 
Contact lenses Exempt 
Containers - cereal, fridge, salad 12% 
Contraceptives Exempt 

Cookies 12% 
Cooking chocolate Exempt 
Cooking oil Exempt 
Copper pipe Exempt 
Cordials (containing at least 25% fruit juice) 12% 
Cordials - other 22% 
Corn Exempt 
Corn chips 12% 
Correction fluids 22% 
Cosmetics 22% 
Cots and bassinets Exempt 
Cotton wool, incl cotton buds Exempt 
Cough lollies 12% 
Cough mixture Exempt 
Clay Exempt 
Crackers 12% 
Craft glitter 22% 
Crayons 22% 
Cream Exempt 
Creams - hair removal, moisturising, tanning 22% 
Cremation casks Exempt 
Cricket gloves, helmets, protectors & pads Exempt 
Cricket sets (bat, ball, stumps) 22% 
Crispbreads Exempt 
Crispers 12% 
Crockery 12% 
Croissants Exempt 
Crude oil Exempt 
Crushed metals Exempt 
Crutches Exempt 
Cuff links 22% 
Cupboards - freestanding (household) 12% 
Cups - drinking, foam, party, plastic 12% 
Curry powders & pastes Exempt 
Curtain rods, tracks & fittings 12% 



















GENERAL DESCRIPTION RATE  GENERAL DESCRIPTION RATE 
 

Page 14 of 18 

Sheds - ready to assemble Exempt 
Sheet - metal Exempt 
Sheets, pillow cases & blankets 12% 
Shelving (household furniture) 12% 
Ships 22% 
Shoes & shoelaces Exempt 
Shoe cleaners 22% 
Shortbread 12% 
Shovels 22% 
Shower seats Exempt 
Shower curtains & screens 12% 
Sideboards 12% 
Sink tidies 12% 
Sinks 12% 
Skates, skateboards 22% 
Skates (attached to boots) Exempt 
Skewers 12% 
Skin care creams & lotions 22% 
Skipping ropes 22% 
Skylights Exempt 
Slabs - metal Exempt 
Sleepers (building) Exempt 
Sleeping bags 12% 
Slot machines 22% 
Smoke detectors Exempt 
Soaps & shampoos 22% 
Socks, stockings & pantihose Exempt 
Sofa & lounge chairs 12% 
Soft drinks 22% 
Solar energy panels & collectors Exempt 
Soil Exempt 
Soups Exempt 
Soy milk Exempt 
Spa baths 22% 
Sparklers 22% 

Speakers - audio 22% 
Spectacles Exempt 
Spice racks 12% 
Spirits - brandy, rum, whisky, etc 37% 
Sponges & dishcloths 12% 
Spoons 12% 
Sporting equipment 22% 
Sprayers 22% 
Sprinklers 22% 
Stamps (not postage) 22% 
Staplers 22% 
Stationery 22% 
Stencils 22% 
Stereos 22% 
Sterilising solutions 22% 
Stickers 22% 
Sticky tapes 22% 
Stock cubes & powder Exempt 
Stone including synthetic stone Exempt 
Stools 12% 
Storage boxes (furniture) 12% 
Storage jars for food 12% 
Stormwater pipe fittings Exempt 
Stoves, cook-tops & wall ovens (household) 12% 
Strainers (household) 12% 
Straws 12% 
Streamers 22% 
Street directories 12% 
Strip - metal Exempt 
Stubby coolers 12% 
Sugar Exempt 
Sugar soap 22% 
Sunglasses 22% 
Sunscreens  - SPF 15+ Exempt 
Super glue 22% 









 

 

Do you need more information? 
If you have any questions or need more information about the rate of sales tax on various goods, 
please contact your local Tax Office: 

• by phone on our national enquiry number 13 28 66—you can ring this number from anywhere 
in Australia for the cost of a local call. For information about claiming your special GST credit, 
please phone the Business Tax Reform Infoline on 13 24 78 

• by A Fax from Tax, our 24 hour fax information service—simply call 13 28 60 (local call cost) 
on your phone or fax and follow the voice prompts 

• at our Internet site, ATOassist  www.ato.gov.au 

 
Produced by the Small Business Line of the Australian Taxation Office 

NAT 3255-4.2000 
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